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Office of the Select Board 

Town of Orange, New Hampshire 

Minutes of May 28, 2019 

 
 

Present: Dorothy Heinrichs, Chair; Bob Ells, Tamara Fairbank, and Sandi Pierson (clerical). 

 

Others: Bev Ells, Gulley Dunlap, and Amy Tirpaeck 

 

 

Meeting opened at 6:00 PM. Attendance taken by the secretary. 

 

Minutes:  

 The minutes of May 14, 2019 were approved. Dorothy abstained because she did not 

attend the meeting. 

 The nonpublic minutes of May 14, 2019 were approved. Dorothy abstained because she 

did not attend the meeting. Tamara motioned to seal the nonpublic minutes of April 9 and 

May 14. Bob seconded. Motion passed unanimously in favor. 

 

Timber Tax: The Board signed a yield tax warrant for Mildred Davis and Nils Hansen/U.S. 

Route 4/Map 1, Lot 47: $5,298.56. 

 

Mascoma School District: The Board reviewed the Orange student residency list as reported by 

SAU 62. The Chair signed the documentation. 

 

MS-535 (2018 Financial Report of the Town): The Board was in receipt of the MS-535 as 

submitted by Auditor Ruth Conwell. The Board tabled approving and signing the report until the 

next meeting so Board members can review it in depth. Sandi to email a PDF of the report to 

Board members. 

 

MS-60 (2018 audit of the town): Tamara shared with the Board a number of recommendations 

from the MS-60 as submitted by Auditor Ruth Conwell. Recommendations include the off-site 

back-up of all financial computer files of the town officers, the State statute relating to the 

appointment of a deputy tax collector (this has already been fulfilled), a minor difference 

between treasurer’s and town clerk’s reconciliation, and the timeline of a capital reserve deposit 

to a newly-established capital reserve fund.  

 

Residential concerns: 

 The Board discussed the situation of numerous unregistered vehicles accumulating at a 

residence. The Board will send the property owner a letter reiterating the State statutes in 

regards. No more than two unregistered vehicles are allowed by State statute. 

 The Board addressed the trash-like accumulation at a vacant residence. A person who 

was cleaning up the property with the property owner’s permission was warned by the 

former tenants of legal action if their accumulation was taken. Health Office Doug 

Weekes will speak with the Board at a subsequent meeting about resolving the situation. 
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Town Clerk: The Board met with Amy Tirpaeck regarding the vacancy of town clerk. Amy 

stated she has met with Acting Town Clerk Deputy Sophie Seace to review the duties and 

protocols. She said she is willing to take the position. After discussion, the Board voted 

unanimously to appoint Amy to the town clerk position. Amy said she will contact two others 

who expressed an interest in the office to see if they would be willing to serve as a deputy. 

Dorothy suggested the idea of have two deputies.  

 

Building Regulations: The Board discussed a request to amend the Orange Building Regulations 

to change the requirement of a five-foot frost wall to four feet. Bob Ells stated he thought four 

feet was sufficient for a frost wall. The Board tabled a decision until they discuss the request 

with the building inspector. 

 

Other:  

 A notice was received from the State that they have electronically deposited $3,467.28 

into the town’s account for the annual Forest Land payment (Mount Cardigan State 

Forest). 

 The Board was in receipt of a copy of letter from Richard Peuser, Chief of National 

Archives, to Senator Jeanne Shaheen. This was in response to the Board’s request to get 

historical veteran information to make the new veterans’ memorial plaque as complete as 

possible. 

 

Other business: 

 A key to the Select Board’s office needs to be placed in the lockbox for emergency 

personnel access. Sandi to follow up. 

 

Secretary’s report: 

 A yield tax grading guideline was received from DRA Timber Appraiser Rick Evans. A 

copy was shared with a resident that had requested the information.  

 The MS-737 estimated $5000 in timber tax revenue for 2019. All timber yield reports and 

tax warrants have been processed for 2019; the revenue is actually $13,505.66. 

 

Reports from other Boards and Committees:  

 Tamara said the Historical Society would be meeting on Monday, June 3rd at 7 PM. 

 Dorothy said the Planning Board has been discussing a solar ordinance and reviewing a 

model ordinance and the ordinances adopted by other towns. She said at this time the 

Planning Board has not drafted nor recommended a specific solar ordinance for Orange. 

 Dorothy stated that the Planning Board is keeping abreast of State legislation regarding 

“tiny houses.” 

 

Public comment:n/a 

 

Notes of appreciation from the Select Board: 

 Amy Tirpaeck for her willingness to assume the town clerk position. 

 Auditor Ruth Conwell for her first-rate job on both the MS-535 and the MS-60. 

 Bob Proulx for his many years of service on the Planning Board.  
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 Students at Canaan Elementary for the Memorial Day wreath they crafted and was placed 

at the Town House flagpole.  

 Aaron Allen for the work he did getting the millstone to its Town House placement. 

 David Como for his assistance in the placement of the Waldo memorial stone at the 

Common Cemetery. 

 

Bills and vouchers were reviewed and signed. 

 

Nonpublic session: At 6:45 PM Bob motioned to go into nonpublic session pursuant to RSA 91-

A:3, I (c) to revisit a veteran credit application. Tamara seconded. Motion passed unanimously in 

favor. Motion was approved unanimously to come out of nonpublic session at 7:00 PM. Dorothy 

stated that a decision was made by the Board to send an applicant for a veteran tax credit a letter 

summarizing the justification of a decision they made at a previous meeting. 

  

Meeting adjourned 7:00 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________      _______________________      ________________________ 

Dorothy Behlen Heinrichs          Robert Ells                       Tamara Fairbank 


