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Office of the Select Board 

Town of Orange, New Hampshire 

Minutes of May 14, 2019 

 
 

Present: Bob Ells, Tamara Fairbank, and Sandi Pierson (clerical). Dorothy Heinrichs was out of 

town. 

 

Others: Gary Hamel, Aaron Allen,  Bev Ells, Gulley Dunlap, and Anita Garland 

 

 

Meeting opened at 6:00 PM. Attendance taken by the secretary. In the absence of the Chair, Vice 

Chair Tamara Fairbank chaired the meeting. 

 

Minutes: The minutes of April 23, 2019 were approved. 

 

MS-60 (2018 Audit of the Town): The Board was in receipt of the MS-60 as submitted by 

Auditor Ruth Conwell. Tam said she will review it in full to see if there are recommendations 

that need to be addressed. Sandi said two recommendations in the MS-60 have been fulfilled: the 

appointment of a deputy tax collector and the adoption of an investment policy by the Trustees of 

the Trust Funds. 

 

Letter of appreciation: The Board signed a letter to Don Pfaefflin thanking him for his many 

years of service to the town. Don has relocated to Tennessee. During his many years in Orange, 

Don has served as building inspector, health officer, welfare director, emergency management, 

ZBA Chair, and the fire and rescue departments in Canaan. 

 

Treasurer’s report: The Board reviewed the April 2019 treasurer’s report and Select Board 

reconciliation. The reconciliation was on target and Tam signed the report. 

 

Fire Warden: The Board reviewed and voted unanimously in favor to approve Bill Bellion and 

Jim McAlister as Deputy Fire Wardens as recommended by Fire Warden Brent Stevens. The 

form will now be sent to the NH Division of Forest and Lands for their approval. 

 

Tax Collector’s office: The Board reviewed and voted unanimously in favor to approve the 

appointment of Robert Proulx as Deputy Tax Collector as recommended by Tax Collector 

Sharon Proulx.  

 

Timber:  

 Sandi said that the DRA Timber Appraiser, Rick Evans, has been reviewing the current 

matrixes and Reports of Timber Cut, and has been doing site visits to logging areas. A 

matrix determines the timber tax within the DRA value ranges. The matrix includes 

evaluating the quality of the timber, location of the cut, and the size of the sale. 

 The Board signed a yield tax warrant for John Gunn, David Gunn and Susan  

Bromley/Map 3, Lot 47: $2,717.92 
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 The Board signed a yield tax warrant for Aaron Allen, Hillary Allen, and David 

Allen/Map 3, Lot 36-A: $681.40 

 The Board signed a yield tax warrant for Dale Eastman/Map 1, Lot 87: $514.88. After 

discussion, the Board unanimously agreed to base the timber tax on the matrix 

recommendation of DRA Timber Appraiser Rick Evans instead of the logger. 

 Sandi relayed to the Board that Rick Evans stated that a yield tax may be levied on timber 

cut but not removed from the logging site to be sold. Rick reported there was one such 

site in Orange. After discussion, it was agreed this was a vague proposal because perhaps 

the excess timber or cordwood was going to be used by the land owner at some point. 

 All Reports of Timber Cut have been submitted within the May 15 deadline except one. 

The Board acknowledged that pursuant to RSA 79:12 they can charge doomage (double 

the yield tax) if they are not submitted by the deadline. Sandi will follow up with the 

logger. 

 Aaron Allen asked if there were specific guidelines on the matrix grading system. Sandi 

will ask Rick Evans. Sandi said most towns have a timber harvest monitor that checks the 

active logging areas in relation to the matrix and the report of sales; Orange does not. 

 

Mill Stone: Gary Hamel and Aaron Allen spoke about the 1773 millstone recovered from Orange 

Brook.  Aaron spearheaded the retrieval, including zip-lining it part of the way through the 

woods. The millstone was from a grist mill built by one of the first settlers, Elisha Payne, and 

was the first place of public gathering in Orange. The mill was destroyed and the millstone 

heaved a distance down the brook 200 years ago, probably by the legendary 1815 gale (storm). 

Gary would like to set the millstone just below the garden between the two elm trees. This 

placement would be out of the way of mowing and does not interfere with the location of the 

leach field. Money for a plaque for the millstone has been pledged by former NH Agricultural 

Commissioner Steve Taylor.  After discussion, the Board agreed on the placement. Gary said he 

has been talking with the sixth-generation granddaughter of Elisha Payne, Whitney Lamy, from 

Castleton Vermont, and who is a baker noted for her crackers made with stone-milled wheat. The 

plan is to have a ceremony on July 20th to dedicate the millstone, and Ms. Lamy will supply 

crackers and Gary will supply his handcrafted cheese. He said he would like to toast the occasion 

with local hard cider from Poverty Lane Orchards.  At the event, talks will be given by both 

Steve Taylor and Whitney Lamy. The dedication and hors d’oeuvres will precede the pot luck 

supper and the slide show presentation by Gary and Sandi, which is also planned for July 20. 
 

Other:  

 A notice was received from the NH Department of Transportation that a driveway permit 

application was received from Raphael Bruckner on Cardigan Mountain Road. This was 

FYI only because it is a State road. Sandi said that there is a small cabin on the property 

but they did not have a 9-1-1 address. Sandi to follow up with Brent. 

 The Board reviewed emails from Senators Shaheen and Hassan, which were  responses to 

the Board’s request for assistance in obtaining veteran names between WW II and the 

Gulf War for the town’s veteran’s memorial plaque. Senator Shaheen’s Director of 

Constituent Services wrote that she will follow up with the request with the National 

Archives. Senator Hassan’s office wrote that due to the privacy constraints, the 

Department of Defense would not provide any information. Hassan suggested the town 
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follow up with the VFW or DAV. Both emails were forwarded to Skip Smith, who 

requested the Board inquire of the Senators for assistance. 

 A notice was received from the State that they have electronically deposited $5,848.72 

into the town’s account for the April Block Grant payment. 

 The Board was in receipt of a Certificate of Use from the building inspector for Danny 

Hazelton’s standby generator 

 

Other business: 

 It was noted that Sophie Seace will continue as Deputy Town Clerk until mid-June. The 

Board will consider candidates to assume the position as Town Clerk, which will be an 

appointment until the March 2020 town elections.  

 

Secretary’s report: 

 The DRA made their semi-annual visit to the office. 

 Many compliments have came into the office about the Historical Commission’s recent 

music program, which was coordinated by Gary Hamel. 

 Kioki Johnson is downloading videos from the Historical Commission’s music program 

on YouTube so they can be viewed by the public. Presently two videos of Cardigan 

Mountain Tradition can be found by checking into Kioki’s YouTube account, which is 

Seth Welling.  

 

Reports from other Boards and Committees:  

 Tamara said the Historical Society would be meeting on Monday, June 3rd at 7 PM. 

 Aaron said that members of the Town House Building Committee met on Saturday, May 

4th with Defiance Electric to get an idea of the scope of work and cost of upgrading the 

wiring in the original section of the Town House. This is will be part of the LCHIP grant 

application that Sandi is working on. Town House Committee members present on 

Saturday were Aaron Allen, Doug Weekes, Skip Smith, and Dave Stacy. Don Pfaefflin 

was also present. Aaron also talked to the Board about the plan for the structural work 

that needs to be done on the second floor. Aaron spoke of the importance of work being 

done on the Town House needing to be kept in line with its historical characteristic. 

Aaron’s information led into a discussion about the LCHIP matching grant process. Tam, 

being both a Select Board member and Historical Commission member, agreed to serve 

on the Committee. Sandi suggested that after the Committee has their proposals in place, 

that we should all meet with Andrew Cushing from the NH Preservation Alliance so we 

can compare the improvement plans to what will be expected in the grant application.  

 

Public comment: 

 Aaron Allen said he would like the town to think about a long-range plan to become 

carbon neutral (energy self-sufficient). This led into a discussion about a solar ordinance 

that the Planning Board is thought to be working on but of which people have little 

knowledge about. Tam and Bob will ask Dorothy to brief them on the Planning Board’s 

idea for a solar ordinance. (Dorothy is the Planning Board ex officio.) 

 Aaron thought the Orange building regulation of a five-foot frost wall should be four-feet 

instead. He felt that, given our climate, five feet was beyond what is needed and puts 

undue cost on new construction. He asked how the town would go about changing the 
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regulation. After discussion, Sandi will ask Building Inspector Doug Weekes where that 

segment is in the Orange Building Regulations. The consensus was that the Planning 

Board makes recommendations to change the regulations, and then it goes before the 

voters. Sandi will follow up. 

 

Bills and vouchers were reviewed and signed. 

 

Nonpublic session: At 7:20 PM Bob motioned to go into nonpublic session pursuant to RSA 91-

A:3, I (c) to discuss correspondence relating to a veteran credit application. Tamara seconded. 

Motion passed unanimously in favor. Motion unanimously approved to come out of nonpublic 

session at 7:30 PM. Tam stated that a decision was made by the Board to follow up on the 

correspondence relating to a veteran credit application. 

  

Meeting adjourned 7:30 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________      _______________________      ________________________ 

Dorothy Behlen Heinrichs          Robert Ells                       Tamara Fairbank 


